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WHY WE NEED A STRONG AN INTERNATIONAL REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
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STUDY I:
FIELD SURVEY: 

PESTICIDE USE IN 4 
COUNTRIES IN ASIA
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SUMMARY OF STUDY  

Women 
farmers 

80.37% 
(131).

Sprayed pesticides

Male 
farmers 

Demographic’s

95.14% 
(176).

Pesticide Use 

Over 70% of women in 
Bangladesh and Laos 
mixed and loaded pesticides.

34.57% of women (121) were 
washing pesticide-contaminated
clothes and equipment. 

23.43% (82) of women purchased and
transporting pesticides.

367 respondents
were surveyed 

95.37% of the respondents used  pesticides 
on  their farms.

(46.57%) 
female farmers 

(52.86%)
men farmers 

Two farmers (0.57%) did not
state their gender.



SUMMARY OF STUDY  

73.71% 
were not 
trained on 
pesticide use 

Training on Pesticide UseStorage  

27.71% (97) 
entered fields 
on the same 
day pesticides 
were sprayed

20.57% 
stored pesticides 
in their homes

2.60% 
storing them 
in the kitchen,
worse in Vietnam

Decanting

20.86%  
decant pesticides, with 
this figure rose to 
78.13% (50) in Laos.

Field Entry After Spraying

Health Symptoms 

36.8% (46) of women farmers and 

37.28% (63) of men farmers using
pesticides in Bangladesh, India and 
Vietnam showed symptoms of
illness after pesticide exposure 
(Laos participants did not respond
to questions on symptoms of illness).



SUMMARY OF STUDY  

Of the 36 pesticides 

found in the 4 countries, 

27 (75%) are Highly

Hazardous Pesticides 

(HHPs).  and many are 

widely banned in

other countries.

Farmers in all four countries 

reported not using PPE during

pesticide application, with 

Bangladesh reporting the highest

proportion of non-use 

(98 farmers = 99%).

HHPs were 100% of 

the pesticides being 

used in

Laos, 92.31% in 

Bangladesh and 

India, and 60% in 

Vietnam.

Highly Hazardous Pesticides 

(HHPs)  

Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) 



Study 2 in 2018

- 70 percent of 2000 farmers 
and workers interviewed in 7 
countries said they suffered 
acute pesticide poisoning. 



In Asia, 7 out of 
10 farmers suffer 
from acute 
pesticide 
poisoning. 

Of Rights & Poisons, PANAP (2018)

Blindness among mango orchard workers and their children
in Andhra Pradesh



STOP Double Standards

• The incidents of occupational 
pesticide poisoning in 2017 by 
Syngenta’s “Polo” in the Indian 
region of Yavatmal took place on a 
far larger scale than previously 
thought. 

• According to the documents, the 
police recorded 96 cases of 
poisoning linked to Syngenta’s 
pesticide, two of which led to 
fatalities.

• This is shown by exclusively 
accessed documents, yet the Basel-
based agro-chemical firm still sells 
its highly toxic product in India. 



Replacing chemicals with 
Agroecology



Agroecology as a 
viable, pro-people, pro-

planet alternative

• Thousands of small food producers 
in Asia are producing food and fibre
through agroecology

• Agroecology can only thrive when 
there is substantial & reliable state 
support for production & extension 
services; & when there is a steady 
domestic market that will absorb 
locally & agroecologically grown 
farm produce



Recommendations  

• STOP existing double standards among countries that are particularly detrimental to 

countries with weaker regulatory systems.

• A EU wide ban of the exports of banned pesticides and hazardous chemicals. 

• The international community with the support of EU and member countries must work 

on a comprehensive, framework to regulate hazardous pesticides throughout their life 

cycle, taking into account human rights principles

• Support Phase Out of Highly Hazardous Pesticides and Replace them with Agroecology 

• Make the pesticide Industry accountable to the pollution of the environment and the  

violations of people’s rights to a healthy and safe environment. Place strict liability on 

pesticide producers.



Women in Tamil Nadu, India
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