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Good on Paper. 

The EU Regulation 1107/2009





Officially: no highly hazardous

pesticides (HHPs) approved in EU

Source: https://eu.boell.org/en/PesticideAtlas-PDF

failed assessment for how many?

https://eu.boell.org/en/PesticideAtlas-PDF


HHPs

(FAO/WHO criteria)

Categories 1A/1B (proven or likely for humans) 

with regard to

• acute toxicity

• genotoxicity

• CARCINOGENICITY 

• reproductive toxicity

Neglected:

Endocrine Disruptors

(„Criterion 8“?)



„Chronically Underrated“ (2019)

Of the 10 pesticides assessed:

• 3 agreed (Chlorotalonil 1B, Diuron 1B, Forchlorfenuron 2)

• 3 insufficient detail for assessment

4 disagreed:

• Folpet

• Phosmet (banned as of 01 Feb 2022)

• Pirimicarb

• Thiacloprid (banned as of 02 Feb 2020)

Typical reasons for not classifying as Carc 1B:

• Use of „favorable“ statistical methods (STAT)

• Abuse of Historical Control Data (HCD)

• Tolerating studies with excessive mortality, i.e. >50% (MORT)

• Mode of action not relevant for humans Cat. 2 (MOA) 



Main Reasons for no Classification

Folpet: STAT, HCD, MOA

Phosmet: MORT, HCD

RAR 2005: „Cancer assessment remained incomplete“; „cannot

give a final conclusion“

Banned in 2022, but not classified as 1B.

Pirimicarb: MORT, STAT, HCD
“In this study there is evidence of a carcinogenic potential for pirimicarb but with 

the limitations in the historical control data and reduced survival this data alone 

is not sufficient to conclude on carcinogenicity” (emphasis added, RAR Volume 

3 B.6, p.107). 

Thiacloprid: STAT, MOA 

banned as of 02 Feb 2020, classified as Reprotox 1B (tumours of ovary

and uterus may have played a role)



Diuron
Previous Assessment: 2005

Quote from 2018 assessment:
„According to the information … available to RMS, uterine 

adenocarcinomas in rats and luteomas in mouse ovaries had not 

been taken into consideration …, whereas the finding of

mammary gland adenocarcinoma in rats had not been taken … 

seriously“



Backups



Folpet



Phosmet
now banned, but not classified as 1B. Insteas „exceedance of

exposure limits and insufficient data on Developmental Neurotoxicity. 

17 years before: Rat study not accepted “high mortality“  


