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Neoliberal policies applied in 

Mexico have had negative 

consequences on pesticide 

regulation• Had weakened government regulatory agencies in 

Health, Environment, Rural sectors given priority to 

protect food exports to facilitate the entry of 

pesticides imported from other countries and the 

harmonization of standards under trade agreements

• High number of highly hazardous pesticides are 

register in Mexico and many  of them are banned in 

other countries

• Efforts by the former AMLO government to change 

pesticides regulatory policies like the phase out of 

glyphosate have faced strong opposition from 

pesticide industry and agribusiness

• On December 3, in an open letter  signed by 200 

organizations we ask the new government for a State 

policy that promote the phased out of HHPs and scale 

up the agroecological transition of agricultural 

systems initiated in the last six years



The pesticide 

market in Mexico  

is an oligopoly 

dominated by TNCs
Transnational 

Corporations based in EU 

(Bayer-Monsanto, Basf) 

are a key actor players 

in the Mexico market 

Bayer-Basf plus UPL-

Corteva-FMC  

concentrates 53% of 

total sales 



Pesticide residues in 

Mexico above EU MRL in 

the domestic market

• %  with samples with 

pesticide residues 

• %  with pesticide Maximum 
Residue Limits above EU

• Pesticide monitoring 
priority is  to protect food 

exports not national 

consumption



21 HHPs 

with most 

sales 

in Mexico 

are banned 

in other

countries



Otro 

ejemplo 

de doble 

estándar: 

Paraquat

Paraquat was  

introduced in UK in 

1962 as Gramoxone 

by ICI now Syngenta  

(Chemsec) cover  25 

% world wide sales

• Banned in UK in 2007  

but exported  to Mexico 

(2020)

• China ban paraquat for 

vegetal production 

since 2016 and is the 

principal world 

exporter from Syngenta 

and other chinese 

companies

• Paraquat dichloride was 
banned in 58 countries 
included the EU
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Paraquat  as 

a 

Double 

standard 

example from 

China  



Double 

standar

banned or 

severly 

restricted 

in EU and 

exported 

to Mexico

Cyanamide. Register in 

Mexico as synthetic growth 

regulator 

Toxic, cause severe burns to 

skin and eyes, suspected of 

causing cancer, suspected 

for damaging fertility for the 

unborn child and damage to 

various organs by chronic 

exposure, and a EDC

• BASF Mexican is the only 

registrant by Cofepris with 

trademark: Dormex/ 

Vidbreak/Gro 5000 

Banned in EU since may 

2008 for agricultural use 

and as biocide (insecticide 

and artrophod control (june 

2023)
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Imidacloprid

Banned in EU for 
agricultural use in open 
spaces  since 2018 

As neonicotinoid has a 

high  risk for bee mortality

Bayer de México  has 10 

registers, of which 7 have an 

indefinite validity (eg: 

Confidor), and another three 

with validity until 09/17/2024, 

06/23/2028, and 03/15/2029.

Producers and registers  in

EU are: BASF SE and 

Bayer AG
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IMIDACLOPRID

Double standard 

Banned in EU  

and export 

notifications to 

Mexico



The Global Framework on Chemicals –
For a planet free of harm from 

chemicals and waste'

established at the fifth International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM5) in Bonn, 
Germany, held on September 25-29, 2023.

• A Global Alliance on Highly Hazardous 

Pesticides, promoted by African Union, get 

approval on ICCM5 (2023) representatives from governments, 

the private sector, non-governmental and intergovernmental organizations and 

get supported by UNEA in 2024

• TARGET D5 By 2030, governments implement policies 

and programs to increase support for safer and 

more sustainable agricultural practices, 

including agroecology, integrated pest management 

and the use of non-chemical alternatives (..)” )

• TRGET A7establishes that  By 2035, (…) the  phase 

out of HHPs in agriculture, where risks have not 

been managed and safer and more affordable 

alternatives are available (..)

• Voluntary initiative under FAO-WHO-UNEP-ILO 

auspices, with a global support fund.



Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
Adopted in COP15 UN Convention on Biological Diversity , Canadá, del 7-19 de dic., 2022

• Framework objective: to halt and 
reverse the loss of biological 
diversity

• Objective: Reduce threats to 
biodiversity. Goal 7 : …b) Reduce 
the overall risk from pesticides 
and highly hazardous chemicals by 
at least half by 2030.

• reducing pesticide risk  can mean 
reduce use and toxicity

• Include Increase investment and 
implementation of agroecological 
agricultural practices, including 
organic agriculture, at scales that 
allow the goal to be achieved



We call to the  end of double standard 
to stop  pesticide exports banned in the  
the EU

We encourage the EU  to support  the Global Alliance on HHPs and 
the Kunming Montreal goal  on HHPs and include them in the 
international cooperation agenda for Mexico and the  global South



Thanks!!

www.rapam.org

coordinacion@rapam.org
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